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Spaceport 99s 
Judi Oswald, Chair 

Marcelaine Wininger Lewis , Co- Chair                                 Donna Wilt, Treasurer 
Sandy Parks, Secretary                            Isabel Garnett, Membership Chair 
Bobbi Lasher, Scholarship Chair                   Ellie Hoffman, Safety Officer           
                                    Mary Anne Demmer, Education Officer 
TBD, Webmaster             www.spaceport99s.org 

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN 

PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual 

support while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.  

Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women 
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!" 

 

Summer 2022 
End of the Year Wrap up 

 
Exciting news!   In April we received a very generous donation to our scholarship fund. Sandy Michelson, a long time 
member of the Zonta Club of the Melbourne area gave Ellie her personal check when they were attending the United Way 
luncheon.  Our two chapters have shared meetings over the past years.  Zonta is the only other club that Amelia Earhart 
ever was a member of.  Thank you, thank you, Sandy! 
 
More Exciting News!  An early member of our chapter, Mary Blackwell Joehrendt, has been included on the Wall of Honor 
at the National Air and Space Museum, at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, which is in Virginia. Our chapter scholarship is 
named for Mary.  Following is the information that is displayed about Mary. 
 

“Mary Blackwell Joehrendt became a licensed pilot in 1958 and in 1960 became a licensed flight instructor. She had logged 
more than 11,300 flight hours (450 of them in a prop jet) and had an additional 4,800 flight hours as a flight instructor. 

She was an FAA designated pilot examiner and in 1973 received the FAA's First District "Flight Instructor of the Year" 
award. Mary held an airline transport certificate and was also a member of the International Association of Women Pilots 
(the 99’s), the Organization of Women ATR Pilots, the Airplane Owners and Pilots Association and the National Association 
of Flight Instructors. She was listed in the 1972 edition of Who's Who of American Women. 

Tragically, she died in an airplane crash in 1973, while giving instructions. The Florida Spaceport chapter of the 99's 
established a scholarship named after Mary Blackwell Joehrendt and Anne Walker, honoring two early members of their 
chapter who were killed in aviation accidents. 

 

September meeting:  We welcomed our new Chair, Judi Oswald. She flew in the Air Race Classic this year.  
We toured the American Space Museum in Titusville. 

 

http://www.spaceport99s.org/
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December:   We again met at Merritt Island Airport and enjoyed the Toys for Tots pancake breakfast.  The price of 
breakfast was a new unwrapped toy which was then donated to the local Toys for Tots campaign.  Many kids got to have a 
gift for Christmas and we got to have a good breakfast together. 
 
STEM Program at Valiant Air Command: Isabel and 4 other special members, Karen Brun, Sommer Rovira, Diana 
Agiular, and Robin Hollinger presented a STEM program at the Valiant Air Command in Titusville on Oct. 9th. There were 
11 local kids attending. 

 
 

January: is our normal meeting for our holiday party, but COVID was threatening again so we postponed to a later date. 
 
February: we met at Sebastian airport and learned about sky diving.  It was a great day to be outdoors. 

 
 

March:  we celebrated the Holidays with our traditional pot luck dinner and gift exchange at Sandy Parks’ house.  Lots of 
fun and good food. 
 
April:  we met at FIT Aviation on the Melbourne Airport.  Jade Chien told us about many fun places to fly to in Florida; 
airports with great restaurants on the field or close by, fun places to visit near airports, and airports with good fuel prices. 
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May: Lindsay Niles, Senior Launch Engineer at SpaceX told us about her journey to this special job.  Lindsay and her 
husband are the owners of the Flying Club at Valkaria Airport. 
 

 
 
This year has seen many accomplishments by our members:   Here is a list – I hope I’ve included everyone.  If I missed 
your accomplishment, let me know!  We all want to share in your success!  Congratulations to each and every one of you.  
Your chapter is proud of you. 
 
Diana Aguliar earned an AE Fly Now scholarship to get her Private Pilot’s License. 
 
Leah Murphy earned an AE Academic Scholarship. 
 
Sharon Dhillon was accepted into the PPLI program. 
 
Yuko Query was accepted for a First Officer position with SkyWest Airlines. 
 
Yuko Query was awarded a scholarship thru Delta Airlines to use for her ATP CTP training. 
 
Sharon Dhillon, new CFI at Palo Alto Airport, soloed her first student on July 14th. 
 
Amber Brierly - earned her PPL on July 27th 2021, and is now working on her instrument rating. 
 
Jenn Datz –earned her PPL in Sept. 
 
Yuko Query obtained her ATP CTP certification in Dallas on January 12th.  On the 14th, she passed her MEI (Multi-Engine 
Instructor) check-ride. On Monday, January 17th, she flew to Denver to begin training with Skywest Airlines on the ERJ 175.  
 
Sharon Dhillon has been accepted to Embry Riddle Worldwide into the Master of Science in Aeronautics program.  She 
will be starting in the Fall. 
 
Ellie Hoffman is now the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Serene Harbor, a safe house for abused women and 
children and their pets.  Ellie has been a member of their BOD since she retired from Rockwell Collins. 
 
Ellie Hoffman helped the local Zonta chapter celebrate Amelia Earhart month by speaking at their January meeting. 
 
Diana Aguilar passed her check ride and became a Private Pilot in January.  It's taken a long time because of COVID, but 
Diana never gave up her dream. 
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Leonia Hunt has been hired and is now flying for Republic Airways since last October. 
 
Yuko Query has passed her checkride to become a First Officer with SkyWest Airlines. She is now waiting patiently(?) for 
her first assignment, which should be forthcoming in about a week or two.  Her homebase will be Salt Lake City, but she will 
be commuting from Vero Beach for a while. 
 
WEBSITES OF INTEREST: 
 
FEMALE AVIATORS STICKING TOGETHER Home page - Female Aviators Sticking Together (fastpilots.org) 
 
Female Aviators Sticking Together (FAST) is an established international network of female pilots. From young girls to 
retiring pilots, we want to touch the lives of female aviators at every stage. FAST partners with some of the world’s leading 
airlines, such as United Airlines and Alaska Airlines, to provide scholarships and support our growing community of female 
aviators. 

Become a member to gain access to exclusive member benefits such as scholarships, corporate discounts, and community 
support. 

The following is an article copied in full from the Ninety-Nines News, March/April issue. 

 

 

     

https://fastpilots.org/
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