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Spaceport 99s
Judi Oswald, Chair

Marcelaine Wininger , Co- Chair

                            



            Donna Wilt, Treasurer

Sandy Parks, Secretary






      Bobbi Lasher, Scholarship Chair Isabel Garnett, Membership Chair


                   Mary Anne Demmer, Aviation Education Officer
Ellie Hoffman, Safety Officer
Our Mission --The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

End of the Year Wrap Up -2023
June 10 meeting:  We will be meeting at Sonny;s BBQ Restaurant at 11 am,  on Sherriff Drive, just off of Wickham Rd, Melbourne.  Get on I 95 and go to exit 191, Wickham Rd, get into the right lane, go east to 1st traffic light, turn right onto Sherriff  Drive,  You will see Sonny’s restaurant.  We will be in a private room, under my name, Bobbi Lasher.
As many of you know, Spaceport Chapter members adopted Serene Harbor, a Domestic Violence Center for Women, children and their pets, as a charity to support.  Any member who wishes to make a donation is encouraged to bring her donation to the June meeting.  Some of the items that are always needed: paper towels, toilet paper, 13-gallon trash bags, and laundry soap (no pods). With a house full consistently we are going through these the most. Thank you for any help you can offer!

Exciting news!   In May we received two very generous donations to our scholarship fund. 
Evelyn Shapiro, long time member of the Spaceport Chapter and resident of Spruce Creek Fly In, sent a check to Donna after our May meeting. 
,

Sandy Michelson, member of the Zonta Club of the Melbourne area gave Ellie her personal check when they were attending the United Way luncheon.  Our Chapter and Zonta have shared meetings over the past years.  Zonta is the only other club that Amelia Earhart ever was a member of. 
 Thank you, thank you, Evelyn and Sandy!

Highlights for the past year

November 12:  We toured Larsen Motorsports in Palm Bay.  We got a very thorough tour of their facilities, learned the history of the company, how they assemble the race cars and so much more about these fascinating folks.

[image: image13.jpg]


                   [image: image2.jpg]



Isabel got to try a race car on for size. It was a close fit.  She also got to sit in a racer in progress so we could see how she fit.  No room for extra calories in here!

December 10: We joined the local pilots on Merritt Island Airport for their 29th Annual Toys for Tots pancake breakfast.
We each brought at least one new toy and then enjoyed the pancakes and holiday spirit.  Nearly 700 toys, 6 bicycles and more than $500 were collected and turned over to the US Marine Corps Reserve for distribution to needy kids.
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January:  We celebrated our annual holiday party at Ellie Hoffman’s house.  We shared lots of Good Food, Hangar Flying, and a fun Gift Exchange.  Thanks, Ellie, for your hospitality.

March: For our March meeting, the Spaceport 99s met at the Vero Beach Airport for brunch and then car pooled to Riverside Park for the “Under The Oaks”  Fine Arts & Craft Show. This is one of the top arts & craft shows in the country and is held literally under the beautiful live oaks. 
April: There was no official Spaceport meeting in April.  FIT hosted a special Aviation Event at the Melbourne Airport. Professional women pilots and a former astronaut, shared their experiences in aviation.  Several of our members attended one or more of the presentations.
May:  We journeyed to Spruce Creek where we met in Pat Ohlsson’s hangar.  Pat is a very gracious hostess and welcomed us with open arms. Our speaker was Stacey Heaton, Southern Regional Manager for AOPA.  We were also joined by 4 members from the Daytona chapter.  A GREAT meeting!  Thanks, Pat!  Can you see Amelia’s picture on Pat’s socks?
[image: image4.jpg]


               [image: image5.jpg]








Pat Ohlsson


Stacey Heaton

Special news!

At the May meeting we celebrated our long term 99s members of the chapter:

Nancy El Hajj - 65 year

Betty Hostler - 61 years

Patsy Conway - 57 years

Marcia Gitelman - 55 years

Carol Anne Gosling - 50 years

Pat Ohlsson – 47 years

Vicki Sherman - 47 years

Sharon Crotty - 38 years

Elizabeth Bishop - 33 years

Blanche Evans - 33 years
Melaine Marecek - 32 years

Mary Anne Demmer - 31 years

Dolores (Dee) Vitullo - 31 years

Judith Johnson - 30 years

Bobbi Lasher - 30 years

Marcelaine Wininger Lewis - 27 years

Evelyn Shapiro - 27 years

Marlene Smith - 27 years

Barbara Walters-Phillips - 27 years

Donna Wilt - 27 years
Spaceport Scholarship winner:  This year’s winner of the Blackwell-Walker Scholarship is Amber Brierly from
The Daytona Chapter.  Amber is working on her CFI rating.  Amber is a Kiwi from New Zealand. She has been in the U.S. since 2014.  
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[image: image8]  Marcelaine Wininger has recently started a new job.  She is a security guard at Disney World.
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     Marcelaine in her new uniform

            Her badge even has a mouse on it!
Do you know what a Challenge Coin is? For those of you who, like myself, don’t have a clue, here’s an explanation and a proposed fund raiser idea for our chapter.

New Horizons
Nancy El-Hajj:  (you might have known her as Nancy Foster) was a long-time DPE in the Orlando District, retiring from that work in January 2017.  She passed away on 9 Aug 2022 at the age of 88. 

Like many of the 99’s, Nancy was an aviation pioneer.  She was one of the first women to exceed Mach 2, one of the first women to run an aircraft charter company (Fly With Nancy), one of the first women Designated Pilot Examiners, flew in the Women’s Air Race Classic (Powder Puff Derby) and many other aviation pioneering achievements.  She was awarded the FAA’s Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award, the highest award given to civilian pilots, in December 2006.  She was a ray of sunshine to all who knew her. 
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Ann Conway:  Also known as Patsy, flew to New Horizons in April 2023.  Ann was a charter member of the Spaceport Chapter, originally know as the Florida Spaceport Chapter.

[image: image12.jpg]



1

